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SSC Safeguarding — Glossary of terms

Abuse: abuse covers every form of ‘abuse’, which differs between adults and children. Adult
forms of abuse are sexual, emotional, psychological, material, financial, physical,
discriminatory, organisational abuse and any acts of omission.

Adult at Risk England: any person aged 18 years and over who is or may be in need of
community care services by reason of mental health issues, learning or physical disability,
sensory impairment, age or illness and who is or may be unable to take care of him/herself
or unable to protect him/herself against significant harm or serious exploitation.

Case Management Group (CMG): the Case Management Group is responsible for ensuring
that all allegations, incidents, or referrals related to the safeguarding of children, young
people and adults at risk are dealt with fairly and equitably within appropriate timescales.
For the RYA the CMG consists of the Safeguarding and Equality Manager, Safeguarding
Officer, relevant departmental manager/s representative from the legal team and the
Independent Safeguarding Chair.

Club Welfare Officer: the designated individual within an affiliated club, recognised training
centre or class association who holds the lead responsibility for safeguarding within their
setting.

Consent: this is a term generally relating to adult safeguarding. Adults have a general right
to independence, choice and self-determination including control over information about
themselves. These rights can be overridden in certain circumstances, some examples include
if a person lacks mental capacity, a crime has been committed, other people may be at risk,
or the risk is unreasonably high.

Disclosure: disclosure is the process by which a child or adult at risk will let someone know
that abuse is taking place. This may not happen all in one go and may be a slow process that
takes place over a long period of time.

Duty of Care: the duty that rests upon an individual or organisation to ensure that all
reasonable steps are taken to ensure the safety of any person involved in an activity for
which that individual or organisation is responsible.

LADO: a Local Authority Designated Officer is the designated person within every Local
Authority who is responsible for co-ordinating the response to concerns that an adult who
works with children may have caused them or could cause them harm.

Multi-Agency Meeting: a multi-agency meeting may take place when a referral has been
made to the Police or LADO regarding a child or adult at risk and is a key part of the
investigation process.
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Position of Trust: an adult is in a position of trust where a young person in their care has
some dependency on them and there is an element of vulnerability involved.

Referral: a request for help from and/or for an individual from a public body.

Referrer: the person who refers a safeguarding concern to the safeguarding lead, police,
LADO or Local Authority.

Risk: the probability of something (e.g., harm to a child) happening. The harsher the damage
caused by it happening and the more likely the event, the greater the overall risk.

Significant Harm: the threshold that justifies compulsory intervention in family life in the
best interests of children. Whether harm or likely harm suffered by a child is significant is
determined by comparing the child’s health or development with that which could
reasonably be expected of a similar child.

Subject of Concern (SoC): a person who is believed to have acted in a way that has caused
harm to a child, young person or adult at risk.

Wellbeing: Section 10 of the Children Act 2004 requires local authorities and other specified
agencies to co-operate with a view to improving the wellbeing of children in relation to the
five outcomes first set out in “Every Child Matters”.

Young Person: a young person is a term used to describe the interim period between
childhood and adult, typically under 18.



